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CHAPI'ER I

INTRODUCTION

Today public schools are faced with the great chall ege of developing outstanding programs of instruction in
social studies .

Responsibilities of citizenship continue to

increase as human problems become more complex both at home
and abroad .

The rapid growth of man ' s knowledge is basic

disciplines and swiftly - moving changes in human affairs
offer opportunities heretofore not possible in selecting content , activities and materials for inclusion in the program.
Many educators agree that we can no longer think of
social studies as the study of history, geography, economics
or civics.

These subjects may be looked upon as the parent

disciplines of social studies.

John Jaralimek stated that

"social studies education concerns itself with man himself :
man the culture maker , man being shaped by his culture; man
in historical perspective , man in the contemporary world;
man that most fascinating of all creatures who can make his
home anywhere on this planent or even beyond this planet and
who in a variety of ingenious ways can devise means of
meeting his basic needs and developing a social system . "

(13)

2

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
An investigation of the effectiveness of social
studies education in the elementary school .

THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The purpose of this study is to review the available literature that pertains to several authors' views on
teaching social studies education in elementary schools.

J. Michaelis

ns),

stated that social studies education is

an important objective for the elementary school.
A social science education is intended to make the
power of mature scholarship available to children.

An obvious

corellary is that the teacher himself must deepen his own
educational background in the social sciences and in fact ,
become both a social scientist and an educator if he is to
teach proficiently in this new period of rethinking and revising the social studies.
In this paper the writer will attempt to define why
i t is important to instill in the child the approach and outlook of the social scientist .

The goals of such an education

are not solely intellectual: they are also the development of
the child's emotional and personal maturity and of his critical awareness of the responsibilities and possibilities of
democratic citizenship.

The intellectual and social goals of
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education complime n t one another rather than conflict .

Such

goal s are not new , nor are suggested means of attaining them .
The need today is to prepare teachers to innovate
and experiment in curricular and methods of instruction and
to help teachers to derive an understanding of what is centrally important in the wealth of knowledge of the social
science that is important for the child ' s intellectual civic
and psychological development.

BACKGROUND AND S I GNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The current emphasis upon the problem of achieving
quality in education while at the same time meeting the
problem of increasing enrollments has lead to a critical
examination of existing programs.

More attention is being

given to intellectual outcomes such as critical thinking
ability, depth and breath of understanding, and insight into
the ways of thinking and living of other people .

The impact

of television , other mass media of communication upon children's development of concepts and understanding has opened
up new possibi l ities for improving children ' s learning.

Lay-

men and educators alike have shown increased concern for
deve l oping programs of i nstruction that truly lead to the
achievement of basic objectives of the social studies .
The social studies program in the elementary school
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should help children acquire the ethnical values and
social learnings needed by democratic citizens .
include :

These

respect and confidence in oneself as a worthy

person and in one's rights and feeling; respect and trust
of others and their rights and feelings; concern for the
welfare of others; common loyalities; recognition and
appreciation of similarities and differences; integration
of cultural differences to enrich life for all; respect for
uniqueness, and a good feeling about oneself and others.
One could say that the role of our schools and of
social studies particularly is one of fostering in children
the development of healthy personalities and the intellectual and emotional qualities which enable them to act in
accordance with democratic values and the demands placed
upon citizens of a democracy .

HYPOTHESIS
It is the opinion of the writer that living in a
society that is constantly changing places new demands on
the social studies teacher and the curriculum writers.

Stu-

dents must be guided into an understanding of their role as
a citizen living in a democratic society .

5

DEFINITION OF TERMS
The term social is used in a broad sense to inc l ude
skill~d , professional, semi-skilled , paraprofessional , and
technical work - the entire complex of the world of work.
Social Studies Education is integregated into the
entire curriculum and designed to assist students in :
1.

Understanding the world of work and attitudes toward it .

2.

Understanding the relationship which
exists between education and career
opportunity ~ and

3.

Understanding the economic and social
structure of our society and how they
influence the ways of people support
themselves.

John Jaralimek , defined social studies education as
basically a point of view , a concept that says three things:
(14) first, that social studies education will be part of the
curriculum for all students , not just some.

Second , that it

will continue throughout a youngster's stay in school , from
the first grade through senior high and beyond , if he so
desires and third , that every student leaving school will
possess the knowledge necessary to give him a start to
making a livelihood for himself and his family, even if he
leaves before completing high school .

6

LIMITATIONS OF STUDY
The research was limited to the Dallas Public Library ,
Fondren Library , Southern Methodist University, North Texas
State University Library , Zales Library, Bishop College , the
Professional Library at Dallas Independent School District
and the Teacher Education Centers in Dallas Independent
School District .
The following resources were examined for information :
1.

Articles about social studies education
appearing in newspapers , magazines and
other journals.

2.

Thesis , professional papers , and dissertations , pertinent to the topic on file
in the libraries mentioned .

3.

Units on Social Studies Education in
the Elementary School .

The information has been gathered and presented to
show that a variety of experiences both academic and career
related , can be made available in the elementary schools in
orde r that pupils will have options for consideration when
making decisions in later schooling .
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RESEARCH PROCEDURE
In order to accomplish the purpose of this study, a
search of literature pertaining to several authors ' views on
the teaching of social studies education in the elementary
school was conducted by the writer .

Data consisted of

library research and information received from studies of
models prepared by others.

CHAPI'ER II
RELATED LITERATURE
Social Studies is the program of citizenship education provided by the elementary and secondary schools.

The

social studies program organizes the subject matter of the
social sciences for presentation to children and young
people .

Children study social sciences, sociology, or

anthropology.

All materials are usually combined in the

elementary grades.
A social science course tries to help children
understand and carry on the basic human activities: producing and exchanging goals and services, protecting and conserving life and resources, transporting goods and people,
communicating facts and feelings , providing education and
recreation, expressing spiritual and aesthetic impulses, and
organizing and governing.
The social studies program also tries to develop
competent membership in each of the communities of men: the
family , the school, the neighborhood, the town or city, the
state, the region, the nation , the region of nations , and
the world.

A pupil studies each of them.
8
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A coordinated social studies program in the elementary school has a close relationship to history and values.
Each of the communities of men has always carried on the
basic human activities , but in different ways and at different times .

The historical changes that have come about in

the tools and techniques for carrying on these activities
are important aspects of the social studies program.

GOALS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
There are three goals which direct the social studies.
They are :

Humanistic Education, citizenship Education and

Intellectual Education .

It is the opinion of the writer that

these three goals are compatible and that educational activities can be designed to strive for all three goals concurrently - even though in the past , the activities for the
three have often been unr elated and conflicting .

HUMANISTIC EDUCATION
The first goal of the social studies is to help the
child sort out the confusion of the social world so that he
can attain personal meaning .

This need of the child origi-

nates in the central purpose of the democratic state.
Reality e x ists , as far as we are permitted to know it, in
the consciousness of individuals .

The fundamental purpose
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of legal government , the fundamental purpose of public education , is to enhance that consciousness.

The net result

of the social studies should be that the child is better
able to think effectively about social phenomena - better
able to order his own life in terms of social realities.
Every human being is shaped by the culture that surrounds him.

Before he is old enough to resist , his social

world moves in on him , teaches him, forms him.

As he grows

older, the pressure to conform to his own society and to see
how it shapes him, he will very likely find himself swallowed
up by it .

The capacity to resist cultural determinism and

to help make a better society depends on the acquisition of
the ability to analyze the society and the ways it works to
determine us .

Graubard word these words concerning social

studies education, "To the extent that we are able, by whatever devide we choose , to use our critical faculties to
interpret existing ideas and institutions, to that extent are
we saved from falling into an idolatrous pose before them"
The teacher should help the child understand his
social experience .

This means he comes to understand the

causes of behaving, including his own, and develops tactics
for inquiring into social problems.

It means he develops

values and a critical awareness of his values.

(7).
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As he experiences social interaction, then, he should
increasingly be able to analyze it .

He should be able to ask

better questions about social behavior , get better information , and use it more effectively to explain and improve interaction .

He should in short, develop a strategy that he can

apply to social problems , a strategy that will help him
identify the critical factors that are operating .
He should also become increasingly aware of the values
he is absorbing from the culture and develop ways modifying
and extending his values by rational means .

When his values

conflict with those of other people, he needs to learn to
examine carefully the rationale for his beliefs and the
rationale for theirs.

Then he should have the humility to

compromise when that is indicated, the skill to negotiate
when that is reasonable, and the courage to stand and be
counted when that is appropriate .

CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION
The second goal of the social studies is to prepare
citizens who can perpetuate and enhance their society.

The

passage just quoted should be sufficient to show that comprehending life and finding meaning are closely related to
citizenship behavior .
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The American public expects its school to provide a
continuing supply of literate informed citizens.

Charles

Beard summed up the requirements of citizenship education
in one of the seventeen volumes of the American Historical
Association's Commission on Social Studies .

The Supreme

purpose, said he, is •••• the creation of rich , manysided
personalities equipped with practical knowledge and inspired
by ideals so that they can make their way and fulfill their
mission in a changing society which is part of a world complex .

They are firm of will , for without will nothing great

will be accomplished.

They are imbibed with the highest

aspirations of the human race, for without aspiration there
is no great motive power for action (2) .
Our public schools have the charge of developing
citizens who know the heritage of their society and are
equipped to participate fully in the political and social
life of their time.

Beard pointed out that the social world

is shifting and changing in a way that prevents the formulation of strict doctrines that can fix what the citizen should
know for any great length of time.
Every student should acquire informal skills and
information not only in order to adopt his rapidly changing
world but also in order to help shape his future society .
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This is a critical goal in citizenship education.

One could

say that citizenship education then requires the development
of leaders or persons who in Beard's words can "formulate ,
propose, advocate , dare and direct."

( 3)

INTELLECTUAL EDUCATION
The third goal of the social studies is to introduce children to the modes of thinking of the social
sciences.

A social studies program concerned only with

citizenship or with the current life experiences of the child
would not completely fulfil l the intellectual character of
the school.
The fact is that knowledge is made, not found lying
around.

Adequate cultivation of the intellect means involve-

ment with the places where the best knowledge is being made,
with the minds of wise and inventive scholars.

One of the

central purposes of the public school is to enable men to
live at the level of the best ideas of their time.

Intel-

lectual education should strive to make the tactics of the
social scientists available to every citizen.

INTRODUCING CONCEPTS TO CHILDREN
earl Weinberg has pointed out the social sciences as
a network of tentative concepts which can be thought of as
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the window through which the scholar looks on the world.
Every thing a student sees is placed into a category that
has been previously established .

The process whereby an

organizing concept is formulated in social science is something like the fo llowing .

(22)

STEPS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CONCEPT
IN SOCIAL SCIENCE

Step 1 The social scientist observes social behavior.
Step 2 He formulates concept which seems to explain the
observed behavior .
Step 3 He collects some samples of behavior under controlled conditions .
Step 4
He checks his concepts (Step 2) against the
observed behavior under controlled conditions .
Step 5 He checks his concepts against other concepts
dealing with the same kind of behavior.
Step 6 · He revises his concepts and the concepts in
step 5, and he plans further investigation .
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DEMOCRATIC CITIZENSHIP
For many centuries , American people thought of the
rights and responsibilities of citizenship primarily in
terms of activities related to political functions.

The

right to be represented in government, to hold public office ,
to vote for men and measures of one ' s own choosing were
considered inherent characteristics of democracy .

The

history of this country from its very beginning is studded
with incidents in which some of these rights were an issue .
The struggle to achieve the hallmarks of citizenships might
be traced through the pages of America's history.

First ,

it was a struggle to secure full political citizenship for
some men, then for all men and finally for women.

This

early interpretation of citizenship as related chiefly to
political functions rested on basic civil rights.
In a government in which sovereingty resides in the
people, i t has been assumed that rights must be accompanied
by responsibilities for those enjoying them.

Therefore, a

good citizen , as first understood , was a person for example ,
who considered the privilege of voting a serious matter and
cast his ballot thoughtfully; who deserved the right to
equal protection of the laws by obeying the laws; who earned
the precious freedom of speech , press and religion by not
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abusing them nor interfering with the enjoyment of these
rights by others; who merited the protection of the government against evil doers at home and agressors from abroad
by paying taxes and giving service , if necessary to police
and military forces; who warranted the benefit of the processes of justice by his willingness to assist in law
enforcement and jury duty.

The criteria of democratic

citizenship still include all of the obligations just mentioned.

Today , however , the concept of what constitutes a

good citizen in a democracy has so broadened that these
characteristics alone are insufficient .
The need for the individual to assume greater
responsibility in political citizenship is acknowledged.
Definitions of the effective citizen today often include
those qualities desirable in the personal relationships of
daily living , at all points there is recognition of the
importance of action if a democratic citizen is to be effective.
carpenter says, "the good citizen of today needs
social understanding , social sensitivity and social skills
in thinking , skills in communication skills in participation .

Active and effective citizenship, unlike legal

citizenship, is not acquired by place of birth or process
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of naturalization.

It forms slowly as understandings grow,

attitudes mature and skills develop .

11

(4)

Citizenship Education, then , as Robert J . Havighurst
has expressed it , serves a twofold purpose:

First, it is

the stabilizer or perpetuator of society, and second, it is
an agent for change.

As a stabilizer, educator mirrors what

is already in the society and reflects it into the lives of
the next generation.

As an agent of change , education acts

under the direction of technological or ideological forces
to make each generation different from its parents.

(8)

American society has charged public schools with
the development of a reflective citizenry which has over
the years made at least partly taboo the examination in
schools of many areas of culture , tabbed by Maurice Hunt and
Lawrence Metcalf as "closed areas."

(10) Franklin Patterson

has made an excellent paraphrase of Hunt and Metcalf's
categories.
1.

(18 )
Economics - While "open to professional
economicsts and many laymen, this field
is so affected by taboos, confusion, and
emotion that schools tend to avoid it
as a subject for rational study.

2.

Race and Minority - Group Relations.
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In recent years this field has become more
open to reflective inquiry in schools, but
in some place.s fears, tensions, and confusion continue to make it a closed area.
3.

Social Class - Here is a "truly closed
area" in the writers' judgement, neatly
ignored as a result of the widespread
belief, "There are no social classes in
Aroeri ca.

4.

11

Sex, Courtship, Marriage .

This area is

more open to inquiry than it was a few
years ago, but critical analysis of contradictions and problems is not usually
encouraged.
5.

Religion and Morality - Morality is somewhat more open to reflective inquiry
than are religious beliefs , but both tend
to form a closed area as far as schools
are concerned.

6.

Nationalism and Patrotism.

This area is

one in which it is different to question
traditional beliefs, even if they are
inconsistent with real behavior or the
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requirements of national survival.

If effective education for citizenshipis to take
place, "teachers, administrators , and the public at large
will have to accept the fact that the social studies are
one of the major places in the school curriculum where
unpleasant questions are asked and perhaps even unpleasant
answers are to be found . "

(11)

CHAPTER III

DEVELOPING FUTURE CITIZENS

There are four closely related avenues that teachers
may use to help future citizens develop the commitment and
insight that will help them preserve and improve their culture .
First , we can operate schools and classrooms so that
the child experiences the kinds of human interaction and the
kinds of problems that he will face later on.

We can involve

him in citizenship activities through which he can learn the
commitment to social process and the skills that will make
him effective later .
Second , we can expose him to discussion of the
serious social movements and problems that are shaping the
world in which he is to live , so that , he will learn to live
in and cope with a changing world .
Third , we can provide him with the tactics that
social scientists use to approach social problems.

These

tools will enhance his effectiveness as a citizen as much
as they will enhance his persona l quest for meaning .
Fourth, we can help him explore his heritage and
20
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the heritage of other peoples .

we can help him examine the

values he is inheriting and learn their significance .

A STRATEGY FOR TEACHING THE
SOCIAL STUDIES
Every strategy for teaching is based on assumptions
about the nature of learn ing , about the nature of scholarship in the fields c oncerned , and about educational goals.
The learner should be led to examine his own life
and the societal l ife of others .

Social life provides the

raw data of the social studies.

The aspect of our teaching

strategy derives from our first two major objectives of
social studies :

(1) humanistic education, to help the child

comprehend his own life and find meanings in it , and (2)
citizenship education, to help him understand his society
and prepare him to make active contributions to it .

The

learner should be lead to apply the tools learned from
intellectual development in order to help him to be able to
apply these- tools to his study of social life.

This appli-

cation is necessary so that what he learns will become part
of his active equipment for facing life's problems and
improving his society.

The child should also learn to make

inferences and generalizations as he finds more data that
necessitates revisions .

In fact , information should be
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presented to the child in a sequence that requires him to
revise and restate general concepts and causes him to learn
that the present state of anyone's knowledge is tentative.
Another point to remember is that knowledge of society is
tentative and shifting.

The shifting changing nature of

social life itself demands of us flexible modes of coping
with and managing problems.
Table I is taken from The President ' s Commission on
National Goals - Goals for Americans

~9) is designed to

illustrate the interrelationships between the social
sciences and the social studies and how they fit together
in our civilization .

It also illustrates the flow of con-

cepts and ideas that we should endeavor to communicate to
the elementary school students through the social studies
program.

Finally, it shows how these must focus in order

to bring about the desired competencies and effective citizenship our culture expects of its citizens.
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TABLE I

NEW HORIZONS FOR THE SOCIAL SCIENCES
AND THE SOCIAL STUDIES

Our Civilization -- Nuclear Age

Transportation , Communication, Technological Changes ,
Automation

Shrinking World -- The Social Sciences -- New Knowledge

The Social Studies Program

Basic Objectives

Knowledge , current Information, Habits, Skills, Attitudes,
Understandings

Procedures
Techniques
Experience~

Content
Audio-Visual Materials
Facilities-Equipment

outcomes of Learning-Evaluation

Compentencies

Effective Citizenship
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UTILIZING COMMUNITY RESOURCES
The study of a modern community is an education in
itself.

Like the world , some communities are undergoing

rapid change , which represents new challenges.

A community

can serve as a social science laboratory for acquiring firsthand knowledge about the immediate environment .

Its historic

past , present, and projected future are all a part of the
local story .

Each community has its population features,

physical and cultural l andscape , t r aditions , economic pattern , agencies and institutions .

A wealth of community

resources are availabl e for utilization in the social studies curriculum .

Experiences that both interesting and

functional can be acquired through knowing the community .
Rich learning results from educational field trips that
penetrate the local community .

Such education helps to lay

the foundation for effective citizenship in later life .

THE SCHOOL AS AN AGENCY
The school as a significant agency has a definite
relationship to the community .

In the expanding educative

process this social institution assumes a major responsibility.

The school shares its resources and derives

assistance from the other agencies in the local area in
shapin g the instructional program .
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Olsen (17) stated that the influence of the home , the
community, and the student himself are always felt in the
elementary school curriculum .

Communications thus becomes

an important factor in today ' s school and community relationships.

Modern education geared to a highly technological

society should be made most interesting and challenging to
the student in every community .

This requires the teacher to

select effectively content , learning materials , instructional
aids , and community resources .

In this manner the students

are helped to better understand life as it relates to any
community.

By educational planning , the school helps to

meet the basic needs and aspirations of students through
study of community life.
The Association of School Administrators - Education
Administration in a Changing Community (1)

maintains that

the school have long played their role as trainers for democratic living.

Because of that role , stress has traditionally

been placed on our national history and political structure
for the purpose of inculcating in students the a t titudes ,
knowledge, and skills required for good citizenship.
Good citizenship involves more than merely understanding the workings of government .

To be effective and

constructive , citizens must be intelligent and aware.

The
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nation , therefore , will be served best by the fostering of
a citizenry that is highly trained , and at the same time
devoted to standards of excellence and integrity in all the
various areas in which the individuals function .

SOME COMMUNITY SCHOOL PROPOSITIONS

The school is seen as an integral part of the
community, sharing in its objectives and responding to
community needs and pressures at the same time the community
reacts to the influences exercised by the school.

With the

school and community bearing such vital relationships to
each other, i t is a logical development in educational
leadership to provide a social orientation to the educational process.

It is recognized that community study,

understanding and participation are prerequisites for
effective participation in his community and in his society.
Smucker (21) suggest eight ways by which schools
can develop a community approach to education:
1.

Evolve a program based on the needs and
interests of people in the community.

2.

Provide and develop leadership for
servicing community needs.

3.

Build a curriculum around the major
processes of community living .
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4.

Provide the facilities for community
forums , recreation, adult education,
and other activities of a community
nature .

5.

Utilize community resources in every
phase of the school program .

6.

Engage in continuous research study of
the community so that its problems can
be located and identified.

7.

Serve as a repository of community
information.

8.

Serve as an agency of coordination in
the community ' s educational efforts.

CAREER DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL STUDIES
EDUCATION

Our purpose during the elementary years according
to Janne

(12) is not to have the child commit himself to a

career choice.

The goals at this level are to stimulate

the developing child to explore his needs for identity .

A

program of positive reinforcement will enable each child
eventually to make the necessary transition from school to

work.

career education involves the establishment of

achieveable goals in a planned and sequential program.

This

transition must begin as the child enters kindergarten.
Wrenn (23) believes that the efforts of classroom
teachers to emphasize career implications as part of good
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teaching are a major component in the new career education
in the new career education drama.

In brief , this compo-

nent aims to he l p student s see some relationships between
that which they are presently studying and the possible
careers -they may choose to follow it at some future time .
Smith (2 0) relates that we must rid ourselves of
the false notion that students do not begin to ready themselves for work unt il after they leave the elementary
school.

Moreover , we must rid ourselves of the equally

false notion that in the elementary school , only that part
called " vocational education" exists to prepare students
for work .

Most important , we must rid ourselves of the

false notion that all students who lack the potential for
successful allege completion are readying themselves for
work while they are in our elementary and secondary schools .

Hoyt (9)

suggested that teachers can integrate

career education into all areas of the curriculum .

It does

not have to be set up separately .

Social Studies :
Kindergarten :

The child learns about the work

activities of his mother , his father and other
members of his household .
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Grade One:

The child learns about work in his

immediate environment - his home , his school ,
church and neighborhood.
Grade TWO :

The child learns about community

helpers who protect and serve him as well as
about familiar stores and businesses in the
community .
Grade Three:
community .

The· child studies the expanding
Emphasis is placed on transpor-

tation, communication and other major industries.
Grade Four:

The child learns about the world

of work at the state level , including the
main industries of the state.
Grade Five :

The child's studies broaden to

cover the industrial life of the nation.
Major industries of the various sections of
the United States are selected for study.
Grade Six:

The child's program is expanded

to include the entire western hemisphere.
Life in Canada and South Central America is
contrasted to life in the United States.
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THE PARENTS CONTRIBUTION

Today ' s elementary school program, which is geared
to meeting the needs of children, requires a close working
relationship between the home and school.

The parent-

teacher association sponsors meetings to bring the parents,
teachers , and students closer together.

In such meetings

parents and teachers can discuss matters of mutual concern .
The parents in this manner obtain a better view of the student's learning patterns and the nature of the instructional
program.

Parents should be encouraged to participate in

the life of the school and at the same time, be made to
understand that their assistance is both needed and appreciated.
Jacobson (11) has pointed out that many parents are
now aware of how they can use the home setting to reinforce
their child's learning in school.

If the elementary school

teacher can only harm the next generation's self-esteem,
especially if parental expectations are not fulfilled.
Equally dangerous is the attitude of "looking down upon"
those less prestigious occupations.
Dodson (5) states that through consultations, the
elementary school teacher can determine if parents have
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unrealistic or unreasonable expectations for their children .

Then instead of scolding the parents for their

expectations, the teacher roay heop the parents reorient
their thinking by involving the child and parent in activities related to the child's interests and abilities .

A

self-explanatory activity which could assist the parents
in learning the likes, dislikes, abilities and interests
of the child could then be implemented in the home .
Norris (16 )

reports that it is during the elemen-

tary years that attitudes about self and work are formed;
during these years , therefore, the focus needs to be on
beginning to develop self-awareness and a positive self
concept.

Very early in life students get images of what

they can and can not do.

It is crucial that the early

years concentrate on helping them communicate what they are
learning to value and to do.

There needs to be emphasis

at this stage on building communications and interpersonal
skills for everyday functioning and for potential satisfaction in work and other roles.

Elementary children also

need new ideas and information about the work world in a
broad sense .
this level .

Following are strategies that may be used at
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Parent Role Models
Mothers and fathers might be invited into the classroom , wearing the uniforms and carrying the tools of their
trade, to talk with pupils about their jobs .

Such a techni-

que could give pupils a feeling of self-worth, provide information and knowledge about workers , and instill respect for
people and the work they do .

If parents are unavailable ,

other significant adults in the child's life might be invited.
Learning Parent's Job
Each pupil might be invited to spend a half day with
his parents on the job to obtain a clearer picture of his
mother's and father's occupation and work setting . Since
this might not be feasible for all , some children could be
invited to visit a work setting of a friend ' s parent.
Use of Subjects
Children can be exposed to career development concepts and occupations through the variety of subjects offered
at the elementary level .

Several sets of materials and media

are available, including the Duso Kit, Our World of Work and
Texas career Development curriculum , which offer excellent
suggestions for providing local role models and improving
the self-concepts of inner-city elementary children.

33
Tele-Lecture System
These systems might be especially useful at the
elementary level in providing telephone interviews with
workers in a variety of fields and settings.

Since elemen-

tary children may not be able to have many direct experiences in business and industry , the tele-course arrangement ,
where 30 or more students can talk with a famous person
about his work satisfactions , life style , job requirements ,
and leisure opportunities , offers another medium for students to develop awareness and obtain information.
Teachers will find it fruitful to work with parents
in a program of occupational information .

Through indivi-

dual conferences, teachers and parents have an opportunity
to become acquainted; the teacher supplements her knowledge
of the child by gathering information from the parents about
the child's interests , activities , personality, and background .

She has an opportunity to discover assistance

parents may be able to give a child in learning about himself and the world in which he lives .

CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Changes in the world today and the prospects of continuing change. have placed new demands upon the school .
Social studies share responsibility with the rest of the
elementary school curriculum for helping young people understand their world and for using learning procedures that
best insure their growing competence as citizens of community, nation, and world.
In order to achieve the first purpose , a teacher
will want to know and understand the nature of the children
in the class; their abilities , needs , interests and problems; some basic principles of child growth and development;
the community and family background from which each child
comes; and the in-school and family background from which
each child comes; and the in-school and out of school interests and experiences which have helped to shape each child.
The second purpose - and one which is often thought
of as a major responsibility of the social studies - is to
meet the needs of society.

Society expects children to

learn to be good citizens in our American democracy and
34
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ultimately to take their places as civic-minded , useful ,
productive members of the local , national, and world
community.

Society believes that a knowledge and appre-

ciation of the American heritage is essential for the
development of worthy citizenship.

Society expects that

through social studies children will acquire a growing
understanding of the world in which they live its history,
lands, people, institution, and even its problems.
The third purpose is to understand and utilize
the intellectual discipline called the social sciences.
Knowledge of history and geography plus the development of
skills usually associated with social studies are especially important in the elementary school.

At no other

time during their years in school will children acquire
the wealth of general and basic information about history
and geography that they gain in the formative elementary
grades skills in the use of informational resources ,
especially the printed page, is best learned during these
years .

The habit of recognizing and using reliable sources

of information instilled at this time .

Skill in exercising

critical judgement can be developed through the solution
of social studies problems; or by investigating topics of
interest; or by distinguishing between accuracy and inaccu-
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racy , between trugh and propaganda; or by the opportunities
to discriminate between desirable and undesirable social
behavior in their study of history and government as well
as through their own daily experiences .

Through the social

studies program i t is hoped that children can acquire
these skills, habits , and knowledge.
The rapidly increasing mobile population coupled
with increased urbanization will continue to influence the
social and economic aspects of society .

The implications

of automation and the creation of new industries will play
an important role in tomorrow's world.

The utilization

of the fruits of scientific progress will become more
undoubtedly in the decades ahead.

Furthermore, new tech-

nologies will undoubtedly furnish an increased amount of
leisure time for the individual.
As a humanistic approach, social education challenges
the reduction of a child's early models to a handful of
educators .

The function of the elementary school should not

be to mold children into replicas of its own personnel .

On

the contrary, that function should be to broaden their contact with people in the world - to actually delay fixation
upon a single future identity until all possible future
roles have been investigated.

Since it is inconceivable
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that any child will remain mute in the face of his current
and consuming desires and interests , his tentative career
choices must be heard , encouraged and fostered through
curriculum designed to e x plore them .
clear and attractive .

The philosophy is

The problem is getting from here to

there .
All chi l dren will have careers whether they are
bright or dul l, impoverished or richly endowed.

The dis -

covery of the career occurs in a developmental process of
life- long duration , but the habits of discovery are formed
in the childhood years .

It

is important that there be

alliance of elementary school teachers and parents at that
critical time.
For students to make meaningful career decisions,
they will need information about the world work , an understanding of themse l ves and assistance from parents , teachers
and administrators .

In addition to school personnel , persons

in the community who are interested and have the necessary
skills can be inval uabl e to students in their investigation
of careers.
I f parents , school and communities work together ,
students should be abl e to receive the necessary assistance
as they need i t for making real istic personal career choices .
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The right to choose one ' s occupation is a basic freedom
and the discovery and development of one's talent is essential to a personal fulfillment and to the continuing success
of the American way of life .

BIBLIOGRAPHY
1.

American Association of School Administrators, Educational Administration in a Changing Community,
Thirty-seventh Yearbook, Washington, D. c.: National
Education Association, 1959.

2.

Beard , Charles A. A Chapter For the Social Sciences ,
New York: Scribner , 1952 , pp . 96-97 .

3.

Ibid., p . 100.

4.

Carpenter , Helen McCracken . . Skills in Social Studies,
National Council for the Social studies , Washington ,
D. C., 1954 .

5.

Dodson, Anna G.
"An Occupational Exploration Program
for Inner City Elementary Pupils," Vocational Guidance Quarterly , 20 (1971)

6.

Grambs, Jean o. The Challenge To the Social Studies in
Citizenship and a Free Society, 30th Yearbook of
the National council for the Social Studies,
Washington: National Education Association, 1960,
p. 281.

7.

Graubard, Stephen R.
Preface to Excellence and Leadership in a Democracy , Daedalus , XC (Fall 1961), p . 26.

8.

Havighurst, Robert J .
How Education Changes Society,
Confluence, An International Form, VI (Spring 1952)
P• 86 a

9.

10 .

Hoyt, Kenneth B. Career Education: What It Is and How
To Do rt. Salt Lake City: Olympus Publishing Company , 1972 , pp. 151-169.
Hunt , Maurice P . and Lawrence E. Metcalf . High School
Social Studies: Problems in Reflective Thinking and
social Understandings , New York : Harper and Row,
1955.
39

40
11.

Jacobson , Thomas J .
"Career Guidance ," Personnel and
Guidance Journa 1 , (March, 197 2 ) .

12 .

Janne, Henri .
"Teaching People to Adapt to change,"
The Futurist , IV (June , 1970).

· 13 .

Jarolimek , John. Social Studies in Elementary Education, The MacMillan Company, New York , N. Y. (1971)
p. 2.

14 •

I bid . , p . 9 .

15.

Michaels, John u. Social Studies in Elementary Schools,
National Council for the Social Studies , A Department of the National Education Association,
Washington , D. c ., pp. 89- 90 .

16.

Norris , Willa and Franklin R. Zeran . occupational
Educational Social . Chicago : Rand McNally and
Company , 1969 , pp. 22-23.

17 .

Olsen , E . G. ed . School and Community, 2nd ed.
Englewood Cliffs , New Jersey : Prentice-Hall Company , Inc . , 1954.

18.

Patterson, Franklin. Citizenship aid School for the
American Future, In Citizenship and A Free Society ,
30th Yearbook of the National Council for the
Social Studies , Washington , D. C. , National Education Association , 1960, p . 12.

19.

President ' s Commission on National Goals, Goals for Ameri~ - Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey : Prentice-Hall ,
Inc ., 1960.

20

Smith , James R. The School in American Society.
York : The MacMillan Company , 1959.

0

21.

New

Smucker , o. c.
"What Is a Community?" Educational
Leadership, XVII (February, 1960), 278 .

41
22 .

Weinberg , Carl. Using the Strategies of Sociology in
Social Education , The Elementary School Journal,
LXIV, Chicago , Illinois : University of Chicago
Press , 1966, pp . 267-70.

23.

Wrenn , Gilbert c. The Counselor in a Changing world .
Washington, D. C. : American Personnel and
Guidance Association, 1962, p. 213.

